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associations? (Smith Institute 2015) A tale of two regions: can low and middle-income 
earners afford to live in the South East (Moat Homes 2014), Housing and planning: what 
makes the difference? (Smith Institute 2014), Reselling shared ownership properties after 
improvements (CCHPR 2013) and The Case for a Property Speculation Tax (Smith Institute 
2013. His report for Future of London, The Affordable Rent Model in London; delivery, 
viability, potential has received significant publicity since its launch in June 2013. Andrew 
has written for Inside Housing and for Social Housing magazine among other journals. 

 



England: tenure change 1961-2014 



Right to Buy: Housing Act 1980 

• A statutory right to buy their properties for council tenants, tenants of 
most other public authorities and tenants of non-charitable housing 
associations who had been resident for three years prior to their 
application.  

• Strict statutory procedures for implementation by local authorities in order 
to prevent excessive delay or non-compliance. 

•  Discounts set at 33% after 3 years residence rising to 50% after 20 years.  

• The right to obtain a mortgage from the local authority (abolished in 1993). 

• Provision for repayment of all or part of the discount if reselling in less than 
five years. 



Right to Buy; loss of social rented stock 
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Right to Buy total sales: where next? 
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Right to Buy: failure to replace sold stock 

0

20.000

40.000

60.000

80.000

100.000

120.000

140.000

160.000

Completions by social housing providers 1970-2014 

Completed by HAs Completed by LAs Total completions by social landlords



Thank you! 
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